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Diaries 
As we go to press, there is still a limited quantity of 
Toc H Diaries for 1959 available at 4s. each, although 
those fitted with pencil have been sold out. To prevent 
possible disappointment please send in your order without 
delay to Toc H Publications Dept. 


Picture 


Copies of the picture of Toc H Botha's Hili T.B. Settle- 
ment, reproduced in the December number of the 
Journal, printed on art paper and suitable for framing 
can be had from the Editorial Office for 1s. 3d. each, 


post free. 
‘Kiss Me, Kate!" 


A special performance of ‘Kiss me, Kate!’ with lyrics 
and music by Cole Porter, is to be given by The Stock 
Exchange Dramatic and Operatic Society, at the Scala 
Theatre, London, W.l. on Tuesday, February 17, 1959. 
The full value of all tickets sold and donations received 
will go to the Mark |l] Appeal Fund without any deduc- 
tions. Tickets from 3s. up to £2 2s. may be had direct 
from Ken Rogers, Bursar, at 47 Francis Street, S.W.1. 
Early application is advised to avoid disappointment. 


Acknowledgement 


We are indebted to Mr. R. F. Waters for the original 
cartoon reproduced in conjunction with the article 
"Firm Foundations’ on page 19. 


Index 


The Index for Volume XXXVI ıs now being printed. 
Readers wishing to obtain copies are invited to send a 
stamped, addressed envelope (2d] to the Editorial Office. 


Ourselves 


The Toc H Journal is published monthly, eleven times 
a year. The April issue is a double number and there 
is no August number. A subscription can commence 
with any issue and costs only 9s. for a complete year. 
N.B.—A price concession to 7s. 6d. per dozen, post free, 
is made to all Branches ordering a minimum of one 
dozen copies. 
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COVER PICTURE: Woodchoppers All: Members 

of Waterlooville Branch sawing and chopping logs for 

distribution to old people. Included in the group is a 

l Vice-President of Toc H, a Central Councillor and the 
Branch's youngest probationer. 


Photograph by courtesy of G H. T. Marshall, Waterlooville 


EDITORIAL OFFICE TOC H, 47 FRANCIS ST 
LONDON SW? : TELEPHONE VICTORIA 0354 


© WITH A FRESH CALENDAR ON THE WALL AND A 


l New new diary on the desk, we are now prepared to 
ki Year face whatever this brand-new Year has in 
ki store. Having mislaid the office copy of Old Moore we are ill- i 


equipped for prophecy, but feel safe in forecasting that for many 
members and Branches, Keynotes will occupy a very prominent 


n their lives during these next twelve months. On our part, 


place i 2 
uring the year the JOURNAL lives 


we are resolved to see that d G 
up to its proclaimed intent of “presenting news. views and ideas”. 


Among the New Year greetings from readers, we were tickled 
with one from an incurable optimist of seventy-four years, signing 
himself ‘Ole Jim’, who wrote in verse: 

This is the New Year we wish for you all: 

A merry and bright one 

A happy and light one 

A calm and a peace one 

A wealth and a rich one 

A loving and true one 

A joyous and sprite one 

A holy and right one 

A Christlike and good one 

And that's the New Year we wish to you all. 


Tape ATTYNES IDE MENGES WRITES TO TELL OF TWO 
Recordings yo 5 hes who are operating a service of ) 
pe recor ed messages from patients in 
hospital to their relatives at home. While most of the patients 
live locally. one of the specialised hospitals receives them from all 
parts of the country. The lads who operate the service may get 
a request for a message to be reproduced in. say. Hampshire or fi 
Wales, but their difficulty is that, at present, they have no means 
of knowing whether there is a convenient Branch with a tape 
recorder available. He makes the suggestion that a register Moule 
be compiled and this we will gladly undertake to do, if those 
Branches who are willing and able to fit in the scheme will please 
send brief details, including the essential one of the speed at which 
their recorder runs, on a posteard to Toc H Headquarters. 
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Youth A COMPARATIVELY HIGH PROPORTION OF BOYS 

è and girls remain outside clubs and local youth 
Í Service organisations, and with the alarming increase 
shown last year in juvenile delinquency the Government is anxious 
to see how best the organisation of leisure-time activities can help. 
A special committee has been set up by the Minister of Education 
to enquire how the Youth Service can, in changing social and 
industrial conditions, help “young people to play their part in the 
life of the community” and also to advise on obtaining the best 
value for money spent. The Youth Service is mainly concerned with 
the leisure-time activities of young people between fifteen and 
twenty-one and is based on a partnership between Voluntary 
bodies, local education authorities and the Ministry of Education. 


IN THE BASEMENT OF A LARGE PUBLISHING 
Basement house there was recently discovered a large oil 
Find painting of the Prince of Wales, attended by 
Tubby and ‘Gen’, lighting a Lamp at one of the early Toc H 
Festivals. None of the firm’s staff knew its history or how it got 
there, and the Directors of Messrs. George Newnes Lid. very 
kindly decided to present it to Toc H Headquarters. appropriately 
enough on December 12, Tubby’s birthday. 


Christian THE PERIOD WHICH IS BEING ORSERVED AS A 
z Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 
Unity 18-25. is an adaptation of the Church Unity 
Octave. for which a Roman Catholic Priest. Père Couturier., is 
mainly responsible, His proposal was that prayer “Should be con- 
centrated on the end. not on the means ; and so it was possible to 
unite in the observance all Christians who believe in the Deity of 
Our Lord”. A helpful folder has been compiled giving Bible read- 
ings, meditations and prayers for the eight days and copies can be 
obtained from the Publications Department of The British Council 
of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, S.W.1. (5s. 5d. per 100, post free). 


KARGIN THERE HAS BEEN A WELCOME SEQUEL TO THE 
a abl closing down of N.Z. Toc H Digest, reported 
in Touch in our October issue. In its place has arisen 
a new and lively publication Keeping in Touch edited by Pat 
Jaques. the Hon. Dominion Secretary. Typed on quarto paper, 
photographed down in size and reproduced by the xergraphy 
process as a bi-monthly, it has already achieved a circulation of 
400 copies and will go a long way towards living up to its apt 
title, by keeping in touch the widely scattered members and 
Branches within the Dominion as well as providing valuable 
contact with those in other parts of the world. 


IN AND OUT 


Meet Extract 


JOHN CALLF 


N THE COURSE OF THIS YEAR Toc H members jn 

I all parts of the world will be spending in total 

some millions of hours in what we call “meetings”. Much 

will come out of them, without a doubt; many lives will 

be influenced and redirected : life-long friendships will be 

forged. It would be nice if some celestial being could put 

in some time-and-motion study on us and see whether the 

output of our “meetings” befits the mighty quantity of time 
and effort we shall be spending on them. 


One of the devil’s ways of making good men harmless 
is to put them on committees: another is to soak up their 
time with “meetings” that have little or no purpose. Of 
course there are sometimes good committees that get things 
done, and there are good meetings that contribute to a great 
purpose. Such should be the object of every Toc H “meet- 
ing”. 


Needs and Opportunities 


Onc reads that the very first Branches of Toc H. which 
came together in the early 1920s. were formed of the men 
who had known Talbot House and Flanders and met to 
perpetuate a spirit and a fellowship. Doubtless there would 
be a lot of reminiscences, of self-revelation, and not a few 
tall stories. Now and again a visiting Toc H man from 
other parts would drop in and add his quota to the con- 
versation. We know that out of these fellowships was born 
the urge to express fellowship in terms of service. To 
regulate the service activities each Branch appointed an 
officer who was nicknamed the “Jobmaster”. The more 
the Branches sought to involve themselves in service to 
their neighbourhood the more they came to realise how 
ill-informed they were about the real needs and opportunities 
around them. And so they formed the practice of “bring- 
ing the expert to the group”, to pick his brains. ask him 
questions, and see if they could help him. If the Branch’s 
chief concern was youth work. for example, then they would 
arrange visits from experts on various slants on youth affairs 
such as the Probation Officer, the Scout Commissioner, the 
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Juvenile Employment Oflicer, the Headmaster, the Police- 
man, the Magistrate. ete.. ete. Even if nothing else hap- 
pened it is likely that the expert went away feeling that 
these fellows were on the ball and meant business. 


‘Interesting Speakers’ 


In the course of the years, however, it looks as if there 
has been some decline of purpose. Often in Branches the 
former practice of “bringing in the expert” for well-defined 
purposes has now become just a fixed idea that every Toc H 
“meeting” should have an “interesting speaker” however 
relevant or irrelevant his subject may be, though for variety’s 
sake an occasional debate. discussion or business night may 
be thrown in. Some small units. especially in country areas, 
have been known to bow their heads in despair because they 
couldn’t fill their year’s programme with a sufficiency of 
speakers, feeling therefore that they were no more worthy 
to be called Toc H. Some Branch secretaries to whom one 
has sent note of an interesting possible local recruit have 
said, “Oh yes, we’ve sent him our programme”, and hav- 
ing left it at that wondered why nothing came of it. 


Perhaps one of the few cases when we are justified in 
asking someone to come from outside and talk to us on 
some quite irrelevant subject is if we definitely want to 
get that man into our Branch. Maybe a good way of hook- 
ing the next door neighbour is to ask him along to talk 
about “Life in Patagonia”, or whatever it is we've been 
hearing from him in odd snatches of conversation over the 
garden fence. 


Visits from ‘Experts’ 


To return to our “experts”, do we use them as imagina- 
tively as we could? Are there not certain folk we ought 
tc ask along, not once every ten years, but have an annua! 
date with them when we can hear how they have got on 
during the year, their successes, their problems, and to con- 
sider ways of helping them ? There’s the Probation Officer, 
our friends from the Hospital, the Old Folks’ Home. the 
Remand Home, the Orphanage. There’s the Scoutmaster, 
the Boys’ Brigade Captain. the Borstal After-Care man, and 
many others besides. May we not keep our friendship with 
all these fine folk in continual good repair and if in no 
other way encourage them by our interest and admiration ? 


MEET EXTRACT a 


ee 


Might they not come to look forward as eagerly as we our 
selves to their annual visit? Some members may say this 
all sounds terribly serious. One's own experience suggests 
that these allegedly serious evenings are memorably full p 


life and laughter. 
Room for Experiment 


There is room for lots of experiment and variation. There 1 
is a sameness about all our Branch meetings which is too 
true to be good. It would be healthier if we had more 
variety in the “shape” and content of our “meetings”. For 
instance, is there any one of our thousand Branches at home 
which doesn't start its meetings at about 8.0 p.m. and have 
the tea-and-biscuit kind of refreshments ? Is there a single 
Branch that meets straight after working hours, at six o’clock, 
and has a simple sit-down meal, with home-going prayers 
at eight ? Is it inconceivable that some Branches may hold 
their meetings over lunch—and why only once weekly if 
they do? Why not twice ? It would be no answer to say, 
“Oh. but that wouldn’t suit us.” What is wanted is aware- 
ness of the need to catch hold of the people who at present 
aren't in Toc H because our particular pattern doesn't suit 
them. Isnt our sameness a form of self-centredness, an un- 
willingness to put ourselves in the place of people whose 
way of life is different to ours? One can think of whole 
slices of society who are scarcely in Toc H at all. 


And what of young men? Teenagers? Sometimes it 
is alleged that young folk today don’t like any kind of 
meetings whatever and prefer to go their own independent 
ways. We ought to find out if that is really true, or whether 
it is just that young folk need a different pattern of “meet- 
ing” altogether. If that is so we may even have to let 
them follow their ideas through in separate. younger 
Branches. One’s impressions of younger groups is that they 
are more keen on getting to grips with real issues, helped 
by real experts, than some of the older Branches who go 
more for the “interesting speakers”. l 


The involvement of Branches in Keynote operations dur- 
ing the next two years is going to give us a fine opportunity 
to make more purposeful use of our local experts. It may 
also be a good time to study the purpose of all our “meet- 
ings”, to see if we are satisfied with what we are achieving. 
Are we getting the real juice, or only the pip? 


wer was ae eT) 
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YE ALEC CHURCHER, who left 
for Uganda last May, has now 
returned from a strenuous and, 
according to his Toc H hosts, 
most successful tour of Central 
and South Africa. 


YE Padre Davin HARDING has 
left the South-Western Area to 
take up the joint pastorate of 
the Baptist Churches at New- 
bridge and Stechford, Birming- 
ham. 


y£ Grorce Lee, after three 
years as Area Secretary, Vic- 
toria, will be returning with his 
wife from Australia in Feb- 
ruary. He is likely to become 
Lincolnshire Area Secretary. 


YZ FRANK COLEMAN-CROSS has 
recently been in hospital in 
Cyprus and has had to relin- 
quish his Services work there. 


% The Rev. MICHAEL JACKSON 
CAMPBELL, after giving three 
months’ good help in the East 


Midlands and Lincolnshire 
Areas, has left for New 
Zealand. 


4 ‘KEYNOTES FOR KEYMEN, 
1959-1960°: This booklet, con- 
taining the twelve ‘Projects’ 
from which Branches are selec- 
ting two, is now available to all 
members: 9d. each, six for 4s., 
post free. 
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Y£ The CENTRAL CounciL will 
hold its annual meeting on 
April 18 and 19. Nominations 
of candidates for the Central 
Executive and notices of motion 
should be sent by Councillors 
to the General Secretary by 
February 28. 


Y BRANCH MEMBERS' ROLLS: 
Secretaries are urged to see that 
their two copies are in the hands 
of their Area Secretary or 
H.A.C. by January 15. 


$2 DIARIES, PLEASE: For Lon- 
doners: February 10, Tubby's 
Pancake Party; February 17, 
‘Kiss Me, Kate! Scala Theatre ; 
May 30, Sports in Battersea 
Park. Rallies: May 30-31, Lin- 
colnshire at Skegness ; October 
3-4, Yorkshire at Bridlington ; 
October 3-4, South-Western at 
Westward Ho. For all: Decem- 
ber 11-12, The Birthday Vigil. 


YE LANGDALE Camp: July 4-11, 
in the Lake District, for ‘The 
Twenties’. If you are prepared 
to walk hard, apply to J. R. 
Elliott, 15 Roman Avenue, 
Chester-le-Street. Co. Durham. 


#2 Hortpay MEETINGS: A list 
will be published next June of 
Branch meeting-places where 
visitors will be welcome during 
the holiday months at seaside 
and other resorts. 
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"e Smith a 
\ Gi We were discussing the ingredients of su 


` “Festival of Music” Committce meeting. . . 
“uA full house,” said the Treasurer. 
“Getting the Family together and giving the Area 

a large-scale job,” said another. 
“First-class artistes.” from a third. 


N THE END we were all wrong, although the dis- 

| i on the faces when they saw the “Sold 

Out” notice might have made us think otherwise. . . . To 

fill the Free Trade Hall, home of the famous Hallé is a feat 
in itself. 

The Family were there all right. From every corner of 
this large Area men and women who had worked hard to 
“sell the house” (and obviously delighted with their success) 
greeted each other warmly. 

The artistes were of the best. . . two of the greatest 
Brass Bands in ihe country, with Harry Mortimer, the “Man 
of Brass” himself, conducting. The story of the other artistes, 
Cyril Smith and Phyllis Sellick, “Three Hands on Two 
Pianos” is well known, a moving one of triumph over adver- 
sity. Cyril’s fight back from the disaster which threatened 
to ruin his musical career has an appeal of particular interest 
to Toc H. 

The ingredients of success were there but the vital factor 
was none of these .. . it lay with the audience itself. 

Last year, in our first attempt at a “Festival of Music”, 
with purely amateur performers, 1,700 people had enjoyed 
the warm-heartedness and informality of what was mainly 
a Toc H occasion. We could hardly have dared to hope 
ihat the Toc H atmosphere would have come through so 
clearly to this vast audience of 2,650. : 

But it did! As one of the artistes remarked, “You could 
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feel the goodwill coming straight at you"—and the audi- 
ence loved it. 

Toc H had found a new avenue with tremendous appeal 
to Manchester audiences; a home-spun gimmick. familiar 
to us, of friendliness, well-wishing and good humour. 

Perhaps we should not have been surprised, for these are 
typical traits underlying the Lancashire character, and all had 
been shown to us, from every side. in our attempts to organise 
this Festival. 

We were almost bewildered by the goodwill extended to 
us... from the Lord Mayor of Manchester, our patron 
on this occasion: the City Council, in the form of a large 
reduction in the price of the hall : the local Press and adver- 
tisers—“free” notices and adverts galore; the management 
of the Free Trade Hall—“Toc H helped us during the war,” 
they said. 

Toc H is riding high in public esteem in this Area, and 
we feel that we have. at last, found a dignified way of raising 
money for Toc H purposes. The profit, over £450, most of 
which will be devoted to the restoration of our oldest House, 
Mark IV. is shared equally by Toc H, the Women’s Asso- 
ciation and the Toc H (Manchester) Children's Camp. 

It has been a pleasure and privilege to see these three 
work together as equal partners. The Women’s Association 
gave more than value for their money—their President, the 
Countess of Harrowby, wrote the Foreword to our pro- 
gramme, Jean Perry was sent North to solve all our adver- 
tising problems, Helen Brady and Mrs. Crompton acted as 
efficient secretaries, Molly Ramplin and Ethel Hicks as 
Committee members. Their Branch members gave tremen- 
dous help in selling tickets. 

To them all we accord the respect and admiration they 
so often deserve, but so rarely get, from the men of Toc H. 
This, we think, is the pattern for a successful J.A.C.— 
men and women of our Family joined together to carry 
out a worthwhile job. 

We of the Children’s Camp have been delighted to play 
our part--to have had some share in breeding the original 
idea of this corporate effort, to have put in as much as we 
take out—but, most of all, we are happy to find ourselves 
recognised as an integral part of this Area in which we 
serve. If that were all we had gained, it would be enough. 

Next year? It's all planned. You'd better book early! 


MANCHESTER MUSIC 9 


On Probation’ 


JOHN HINTON 


ki De PROBATION SERVICE hus been established for 

over fifty years and organised on an efficient and 
comprehensive basis in England and Wales for some thirty 
years. Yet the duties entrusted to the Service are not well 
known to the general public. This may seem strange. but 
when one realises that there are only 1.400 Probation Officers 
outside Scotland—which has its own separate Service—it 
will be appreciated that in comparison with, say, the National 
Health Service, it is very small indeed. 

It is quite usual for such a small and widely scattered 
organisation to miss the limelight and the Probation Ser- 
vice on the whole does not mind that. But it has had to 
pay the penalty for this modesty in many ways, one being 
a widespread misunderstanding of the Probation Officer’s 
ròle in society. It is not uncommon for the work of the 
Probation Officer to become identified with that of the Prison 
Officer. Usually this confusion of identity reveals itself in 
the innocent question, “What prison do you work from?” 


Toc H members at least will realise that the Probation 
Oflicer is the social worker of the Courts, that he has both 
adults as well as juveniles “on probation” to him and 
that he spends a fair part of his time on what can be des- 
cribed as “miscellaneous social work”. It is doubtful if 
many members know more than that about him, and until 
now there has been every excuse for this lack of know- 
ledge. For some years there has not been a completely 
satisfactory publication devoted exclusively to Probation. 


At long last the National Association of Probation Officers 
has remedied the omission and sponsored a book under the 
simple title “The Probation Service”. It is first class. Written 
almost entirely by serving Probation Officers, it is intended 
to be as interesting to the inquiring layman as the profes- 
sional social worker, and the writers have gone a long way 
towards making it so. 


Starting with a brief account of the growth of the Proba- 
tion Service the book covers practically all aspects of the 
daily work of the serving Officer. Probation and Supervision 


“ON PROBATION: 11 


Mò. 


cases, Prison and Borstal After-Care. matrimonial a 

ation, relations with the courts and the communit a, ee 
as the organisation of the Service. are all well cave a! 
simply described. Only the chapter devoted to opera And 
and methods of social casework” is likely to prove Huns 
going to voluntary social workers. ta 


For some readers Chapter Six will prove most illumi 
nating, since it describes the training of Probation Office 
There are now over two hundred students at various stan | 
of training—some at university, others on courses anan ei f 
by the Home Office. But there will be an acute shortag 
of officers for some time yet, at least as long as there ae + 
high incidence of criminal behaviour in our society. J 


“The Probation Service” is not a cheap book and it is a 
pity there is not a paper-back edition available, but you 
should be able to find a copy at your local public library 
Then, having read, why not invite a Probation Officer up 
to the Branch to enlarge upon those aspects of his work that 
most interest you? But do read the book first! 


The Probation Service. Edited by Joan F. S. King, B.A. Sponsored 
by the National Association of Probation Officers. (Butterworth 25s.) 


Let the picture tell the story 


Aldis 


VISUAL AID 
PROJECTORS 


The Aldis 300 shows film strips and 
2" x 2" colour slides, giving a brilliantly 
illuminated picture 5 feet wide at a 


= 


distance of only 12 feet. It is very simple 3 
to use. 
Aldis 300 with 8:5 cm. f/2:5 anastigmat 
Send for leaflet and name lens and slide carrier £17. 19. 6. 
of nearest Stockist from Lamp £l. 14. 3. Filmstrip carrier £3, 10. 0. 
Sole Wholesale Distributors Other models from £9. 18. 6. 


NEVILLE BROWN & CO. LTD., 77, NEWMAN ST., LONDON, W.1 
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Birthday Vigil, 1959 


Advance details of a departure this ycar from the 
traditional observance of the World Chain of Light. 


A CLOSE INSPECTION of the Toc H Diary for 1959 
LÀ reveals a change from the usual reference to 
the World Chain of Light. The entry under Friday, Decem- 
ber 11. 1959, reads “Toc H Birthday: Vigil from 9 p.m. 
G.M.T.” and under Saturday. December 12, “Tubby's Birth- 
day: Vigil ends 9 p.m. G.M.T.” 


This means that there will be a departure, as there was 
in 1954 and 1955, from the traditional observance of the 
World Chain of Light, when each Branch taking part “stands 
to” for “Light” on one of two days at 9 p.m. by local time 
in turn round the world. Instead of this Toc H members 
everywhere will be asked to carry out a simultaneous obser- 
vance starting at the local equivalent of 9 p.m. by Green- 
wich time on Friday, December 11, wherever they are. Dur- 
ing the whole (or part) of the twenty-four hours that follow, 
it is hoped that many Vigils will be maintained at local 
centres by two or three being gathered together for one hour 
at a time and then handing over to another two or three for 
their turn. 


Heartening Experience 


Members who have given themselves to this endeavour in 
the past have not found the experience so alarming or such 
a strain as it may sound. Each hour is given to readings, 
meditation, thanksgiving and prayer for one particular part 
of the Toc H Family or for some particular subjects of inter- 
cession. It is a heartening experience. made the more sure 
by knowing that members in other parts of the country and 
of the world are concerned in the same acts at the same 
time. 


Branches are asked now to consider if they will plan 
to take their share as one unit or in conjunction with others, 
the co-operation of the Toc H Women’s Association being 
assured. lf they will notify their Area Secretary when they 
have decided. they can be certain of receiving the booklet 
and other material to be distributed for general use. 


RIG 


WIRTUDAY VIGIL 13 


Aram a cnt 


Why do they do it? 


"F“HERE IS NOTHING UNUSUAL about a reunion, but it 

Ay. is intriguing to think of 170 people apparently 
enjoying being together on a Saturday in November from 
about 2.30 till 8.30 without willing and with really very 
little organised substance in the programme. It is true 
that this particular reunion, the Old House one, began with 
a service at All Hallows conducted with just the right touch 
by Padre Willmington, the Vicar of St. Stephen’s, Norbury, 
and that his address set the tone for al! that followed across 
at 42 Trinity Square. And once there Barkis took charge 
and first introduced a number of people, and those from 
Wales or Wiltshire, the Midlands or Overseas, stood at his 
bidding for a round of welcoming applause. 


| ii Some couldn't come—people like Frank 
t. xè Gillard, Charles Potts, of Uganda, the 
( © Burgomaster of Poperinge, Rolande Blan- 


kaert. Mr. Dunn, of Ypres, and others, but 
they all sent messages of greetings 
which were read out. Rex Calkin 
went all abandoned and sent a tele- 
gram. Angèle and Sylvain, from Tal- 
bot House, delivered their greetings 
in person to everyone’s huge delight. 


The Women’s West Central Branch 
had arranged tea, a vast, luscious, fill- 
ing affair with cauldrons of fruit 
salad, and it went on and on with- 
out ever getting finished. Peter Ben- 
nett's second set of coloured slides 
was as good as his first, which is say- 
Barkis shows the magnificenteake ing a lot, and Charles Jackson was 

brought by Maud Rawlings again the very effective compère. 
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“Tubby came and shared his thoughts with us” 


Among the parties at Talbot House last year were the 
Women's Summer School, a non-Toc H inter-parish party 
of younger people and the Toc H World Conference. Mar- 
garet Jenkins, Roy Buckingham (of St. Martin-in-the-Fields), 
and John Callf gave their brief impressions of each in turn. 
Tubby came and shared his thoughts with us and his 
presence put the seal on the success of the party. Two 
newly married couples who had spent some of their honey- 
moon at the Old House were presented with modest little 
gifts fresh from Poperinge. 


There were frequent intervals when everyone got up and 
changed places or took it in turns to sit on the billiards 
table. And during every interval the hubbub of friends talk- 
ing naturally to each other broke out again; indeed, it 
seemed that an hour was as long as we could bear to sit 
and remain silent, so many were the friends still to be seen 
and things still to be said. About half-way through Jack 
Trefusis took over the control of things from Barkis, who 
mopped his brow and relaxed gratefully. 


At the end, Kathleen Owen’s film of the Toc H World 
Conference and the Brussels Exhibition was shown and 
followed by family prayers. There are probably other items 
which have been overlooked, but they were all very much 
of a pattern, a home-made, self-entertaining pattern. It was 
great fun, yet more than fun. Not all the Friends of the 
Old House are members of Toc H, but they all share a 
common enthusiasm for the place and, deep down, a recog- 
nition that the source of its power to attract them is the 
Upper Room. As the years pass it becomes clearer to many 
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Outside AN Hallows : ‘Tish’, Sid Thresher, Angele, Sylvain and ‘Tiny’ 


Little. 
of us that this is the common factor which brings different 
generations together in unexpected unity ; for instance, on 
a long Saturday afternoon in November. 


Talbot House, Nicosia 


"[“HE MORE SEVERE restrictions imposed on the 
pie of Servicemen in Cyprus in recent 
months, combined with the high cost of its maintenance, 
led to the closing of the Toc H House in Nicosia on 
November 30. The House was opened in October, 1955, 
a few months after EOKA’s campaign of terrorism was 
launched. Frank Coleman-Cross, amid all the strains and 
uncertainties, remained throughout its Warden. 


A homely place, with room in the lounge and reading- 
room for twenty or twenty-five men at a time, it had no 
canteen but until recently, at times when there was no curfew 
and security duties permitted, there were suppers round 
the dining-room table, and on cold nights gatherings round 
the fire in the lounge. which many National Servicemen now 
settled at home will long remember. 


The little Chapel, the only one of its kind in Cyprus, 
was used for Compline each evening, and over the months 
for quiet and private prayer by many men. In addition to 
its main function, the House became a meeting-place for 
Servicemen and civilians. 
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In the sadness of its closing there is happiness in the 
thought that the small Toc H group of ten or twelve, who 
over a long period held meetings in the House as regularly 
as conditions permitted, have been offered a room in the 
town, which they have accepted. 

Frank Coleman-Cross, after a period in hospital with 
heart trouble. has arrived home, his many friends will be 
glad to learn. in greatly improved health, but has been 
ordered complete rest during convalescence. His name wili 
be always remembered with deep affection by those who 
knew, and were so grateful for, Talbot House in Nicosia. 


Firm Foundations 


COLIN CAMPBELL 


REPARATIONS for the rebuilding of Mark II at 

Hackney, briefly mentioned in these pages in 
June last, have reached a stage at which an interim report 
may be welcome. There is cause for quiet confidence and, 
perhaps, a little rejoicing over some of the by-products. 


The outline plans have been approved by the L.C.C. and 
have been meticulously and imaginatively examined by a 
small ad hoc committee. The Hon. Warden and his House- 
keeper, together with some other London Wardens and 
representatives of the Central Houses Committee and Proper- 
ties Committee (and of the Women’s Association which has 
given some invaluable help) met the architect and surveyor. 
The fruits of their combined wisdom and experience will 
appear in the working drawings in due course. 


There is provision for twelve rooms of three beds cach. 
Warden’s, Padre’s, Guest and Sick Rooms and a separate 
suite for the Housekeeper and her Assistant. The Chapel 
and Quiet Room adjoin each other on the first floor ; the 
lounges, games room and dining room are supplemented by 
a T.V. room, laundry and dark room: there are showers 
as well as baths on each of the three floors. The surveyor 
estimates the cost of the building at about £40,000. 


Although no general public appeal has yet been made. 
a number of individual approaches have already brought 
the total received or promised to approximately £7,500: 


FAR CRY 17 


by the time this appears many other negotiations may well 
have matured, although in four cases official consideration 
by Trustees will not take place until the spring. There 1s 
some reason for optimism here, especially if by that time 
the half-way mark has been reached. 

The first Hon. Warden of the original Mark III, now 
the Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Willink, a.c., Master of Magdalene, 
has very willingly agreed to serve as President of the Appeal, 
and a number of Patrons have already given practical help 
in a variety of ways. 

A plea for help can father friendship and the future 
Mark IlI has proved a wonderful ambassador. Many lively 
links have been forged in the chain of goodwill and per- 
sonal interest that will bind the House not only to the com- 
munity in which it is sited but also to some of the professions. 
and industries in which the young Marksmen will be starting 
their careers. Thus Unilever Ltd. has given £1,000 to provide 
one room—and the pride of one young Nigerian employee in 
their support of the House in which he had found happi- 
ness was no small dividend. Henry Hildesley Ltd., of 
Hackney, have covenanted £100 a year to provide a 
memoria] room in the name of their late Managing Director, 
whose family will furnish it, even to a picture painted by 
one of them. 

The Quiet Room will become the Sir Frederick Bain 
Room. Freddie Bain was a former Deputy Chairman of 
I.C.I. Ltd. and a much-loved member of Toc H who did 
much to gain for it the support of industry. Insurance 
interests have already contributed more than £1,500 for 
another room, and a contribution from the Stock Exchange 
Council will be augmented by the proceeds of the Stock 
Exchange Dramatic and Operatic Society’s production of 
Kiss Me, Kate! at the Scala Theatre, on February 17. 

The Mayor of Hackney has become a firm friend of the 
House. With the active support of Hackney Rotary Club 
and a most helpful local Press, his appeal to his own 
borough has already produced the cost of one room and 
established many cordial contacts. One member of Rotary, 
for example. has offered the use of his own projector to 
members of the Mark willing to use it for shows to house- 
bound folk in the borough. 

Nor have members been idle. The Mark itself has done 
much to help, and the Eastern London Area, determined 
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to play its part in the rebuilding of its own House, has 


declared its intention of raising at least £1,000. To this end 
it has issued to all its members and Branches paper “Walls” 


“L plainly said five SHILLINGSworth"" 


7 > 
Bopa- Blue 
sa 


for sale to friends—“A Bob 
a Brick, a Wall for a Fiver!” 
—and the Area Appeal 
Secretary at Mark III will be 
glad to supply copies to any 
old Marksman or Area Mem- 
ber wishing to participate. 
He will also be glad to learn 
of any contacts in East Lon- 
don or the City to whom the 


Appeal might be com- 
mended. 


Thus are the bricks that 
wil! build Mark III anew 


being bonded by those whom it has served, those whom it 
will serve and those who have served it. The foundations are 
laid but there are three storeys to build; on this site there 
will be no redundancy for those who would join the labour force. 


sve 


BERKELEY ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING Co. LTD 


VINCENT HOUSE, 
VINCENT SQUARE, 
LONDON, S.W.1 


PHONE: VIC 8051-5 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS AND 
CONTRACTORS, SPECIALISTS 
IN ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATIONS 


FIRM FOUNDATIONS 


The Elder Brethren 
‘With proud thanksgiving « . .' 


ADLINGTON.—On October 10, ARTHUR ADLINGION, a Notts. & Derby 
Area member. Elected 10.12.'28. 

Crorts.—On November 23, CHRISTOPHER JOUN CROFIS, aged 54, a 
member of Richmond (Surrey) Branch. Elected 1.4729, 

EDBROOKE.—On November 24, Jonn GeorGe Enrrooxe (Slim), 
aged 62. a member of Rustington Branch. Elected 15.7.25. 

GoopseELt.—On November 12, EDWARD J. Goopsett, aged 75. a 
member of Saltash Branch. Elected 31.12.:46. 

GREENWOOD.—On October 7, WALTER GREENWOOD, aged 76, a mem- 
ber of Bridlington Branch. Elected 10.1.'56. 

HoaBs.—On September 2, ALBERT E. Hones, a founder member of 
Prestatyn Branch. Elected 1.4.°35. 

JorDAN.—On October 8. GEORGE BERTRAM JORDAN, aged 72, a mem- 
ber of Blackpool Branch. Elected 15.12.28. 

Kemp.—On October 24, the Rev. Ernest WENTWORTH Guy KEMP, 
aged 72, a member of Prestatyn Branch. Elected 24.4.'51. 

Lew1s.—On October 28, Tom Lewis, aged 72. a founder member of 
Cefn Coed Branch. Elected 29.4.°37. 

THarp.—On November 17, PHILIP ANTHONY THARP, aged 68, hcad- 
master of Collyer's School. Horsham, 1926-56; for long a member of 
the Schools Committee of Toc H, Elected 4.11.'29. 

TAYLOR.—On November 11, WiILLIAM LATHAM TAYLOR, aged 33, a 
member of Atherton Branch. Elected 8.2.°54. 

Woops. -iIn July. Vicror Woops, aged 79, a member of Kennington 
(Ashford) Branch. Elected April "45. 


In Memoriam 
PATRICK NEALE SUTHERLAND-GRAEME 


“S.G.', ashe was familiarly known in Toc H, was born in March, 
1877. and his distinguished career came to a close on September 
26, 1958. On leaving Cambridge, S.G. was called to the Bar at 
Lincoln's Inn and in 1903 he was chosen by the then Lord Chief 
Justice of England, Lord Alverstone, as his Secretary, a post he 
held until the beginning of the first World War when he joined 
the stalf of the Judge Advocate General. 

In 1925 Toc H caught the imagination of S.G. and he was elected 
a member of the Harpenden Branch of Toc H. in 1930 S.G. 
became Chairman of the Eastern Area Executive and in 1934 was 
elected Chairman of the Central Executive and remained its Chair 
man until his retirement to his beloved home in the Orkneys. 

As Chairman of the Central Executive S.G. brought all his gifts 
as a wise counsellor, balanced judgement and legal mind, tempered 
with tact and personal charm and a sense of humour so quickly 
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aroused. With 5.Crs return ta his native islands he was soon to 
become heavily involved in local public service. Upon the out- 
break of War in 1939 he became a very able member of Orkney 
Emergency Committee co-ordinating the work of the Services and 
the Civil Authorities. With the arrival of Tubby and his advance 
party in Orkney to establish Toc H Services Centres and a con- 
valescent home $.G. entered enthusiastically into new wartime 
activities of Toc H and was instrumental in gathering around him 
a host of local friends and supporters. S.G. was always ready 
with his wise counsel and 
help. given without reserve 
and was constantly in and 
out of the clubs, with a 
ready word of encourage- 
ment and cheer for the 
troops. In 1948 S.G. was 
appointed Lord Lieuten- 
ant of Orkney, an office to 
which he brought dignity 
and whose duties he per- 
formed with charm. and 
punctiliousness. As one who 
was privileged to enjoy his 
confidence and friendship | 
can pay tribute to his great 
H.M. Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, personal qualities. A man 
received by “S,G." during a visit to the Orkneys of outstanding charm and 
integrity and his unassuming personality reflected in his deep love 
for his family. his home and his Church. Those who enjoyed the 
quiet hospitality of Graemeshall will indeed cherish the memory 
of the personal charm and courtesy, and warm and affectionate 
welcome one always received. We can indeed give praise and 
thanksgiving befitting the close of a life which commanded so 
much affectionate admiration and gathered to itself so wide a 
circle of devoted friends. and go back to the business of our 
own stewardship enlightened and inspired. JHC. 


At the Memorial Service held at St. Nicholas Church, Harpen- 
den on Saturday, November 15, 1958. during the course of his 
Address the Rev. Mark Potts said: 


“It may be that you hold some special memory dear of him. 
which you cherish. For myself. no biography I might read, or I 
think you too. could do justice to the essential large-heartedness of 
the man, which made itself apparent immediately by the way he 
met you with an all encompassing warmth. He loved his fellow 
men, and it was noticeable in conversation with him, who by 
worldly profession was well accustomed to weigh human nature, 
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that the quality of mercy was never strained in him. Nor could it 
be, for being generous hearted he did not dwell in criticism nor 
fasten on smallness, and his views of us were not cynical. I was 
fortunate enough on two occasions to have him to myself for an 
hour, and I came away each time, gladdened by greatness. 

“His secret? It lay in his humility (too rare a virtue) coupled 
with godliness. And love shone out of him. But let none of us 
misunderstand that. His humility and godliness and lave were 
not his own light but his Lord's whom he reflected. and this 
exemplified a truth that is so often misunderstood: ‘Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your good works and 
glorify our Father which is in heaven'—there was no self con- 
sciousness about his light. On the contrary. utterly un- 
selfconscious, his life set forth the principle that we have no light 
at all of our own save that which we reflect of the beauty seen and 
the quest followed. the truth loved and goodness adored.” 


1958 Supplement to the 
British Transport Film Catalogue 


— 


l aree 


now available 


listing a number of recenily completed films. If you wish to receive 
a copy, you should send a postcard to Edgar Anstey, Films Officer, 


Briush Transport Commission 25 Savile Row London w1 
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ÒF to a Good Start 


ske is the first month of the first of the two years 
of the Keynotes operation. For some members 
planning started at the Central Council meeting eight months 
ago. Branches concerned with Keynote Conferences this 
coming spring started planning four months ago. For all 
other Branches it started two months ago. Where do we 
stand ? 

In some other places the reading of this may be the first 
occasion on which the chairman has had a chance of asking 
if the Branch is going to declare its interest. It does take 
time to get around to these things. There may still be only 
one copy of the Keynotes booklet in the Branch. There 
may not have been many meetings or much time since 
it came, 

Hence some readers of this Number Six in the serial 
may be coming in with little idea of how the plot started 
and developed. Now that it is thickening, they may need 
first to refer back to Number One and the rest of this series, 
and to the Council speech reported last June, that intro- 
duced it all. Then by degrees they can catch up, for there 
can be no easy means of doing a hasty recap. 


For them, and no less for those who got quickly off the 
mark, here is the sequence of happenings so far. They are 
here to be checked off in order as and when they are done. 
(Branches within reach of Sussex, Hertfordshire and Wor- 
cestershire should have reached No. 10 by now and the 
others No. 5 at least.) Where do we stand ? 


I. The Branch Secretary receives one copy of the booklet, 
Keynotes for Keymen, and orders more. 


2. The Branch decides “to key or not to key”. 
KEYNOTES—6 23 


3. The Branch chooses and commissions two Keymen, 

A The Branch Secretary notifies their names (on K. |). 

5. The two Keymen study the Plans and the Projects: 

6. And attend a preliminary get-together of Keymen in the 
locality ; 

7. And consult the Branch about the two Projects they 
think are the right ones. 


8 The Keymen and the Branch get cracking on two 
Projects ; 
9. And examine a monthly report on progress. 


10. A letter from the Administrator asks the Keymen to 
notify the two Projects selected and the Keynote Con- 
ference they wish to attend (on K.2). 


This is the procedure for all up to now. The continuation 
of this sequence can be found in the booklet under Plans. 
Many a Branch has reached No. 5 so far. Then what matters 
most are the Projects. The essentials in tackling these are 
that every member should have a keen sense of his own 
personal responsibility to God and his neighbour and a 
vision of what may yet happen in practical ways when he 
really Jooks outwards upon the community around him. 
Where this is so, history is now being made. “Strengthen 
the good thing thus begun... .” 


For Keymen Only 


The dates and places of the Keynote Conferences are 
being given to all Keymen whose names are notified by 
their Branches. The dates stated are those from Friday to 
Sunday. As many Keymen as possible are urged to arrive 
on the Friday evening because there will be sessions then 
and on the Saturday morning. Those who cannot do so will 
be expected to arrive on Saturday by the early afternoon at 
latest. Each Conference will finish at tea-time on Sunday 
afternoon. “Dropping-in” would defeat the aim of any such 
week-end together, so there must be a minimum period for 
all from 2 p.m. on Saturday to 4 p.m. on Sunday. The 
work cannot be done in less. 


This Series for reading at a monthly Branch Meeting— 
To be continued in our next. 
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dinner Peace 


The noise and scurry of the day, 

Were present with him as he lay. 

He tried in vain to close his mind 
From vagrant thoughts of every kind. 
The more he tried, the more they ran, 
His only course was change of plan. 
He prayed that God would show a way 
Which he could practise day by day, 
To keep a calm and even poise 

Amid the scurry and the noise. 

In prayer absorbed God's voice he heard, 
But only in the silent word. 

God said to him “This is a way 

Which you can practise day by day 
To keep a calm and even poise 

Amid the scurry and the noise.” 


“Commence the day alone in prayer, 
Relax at times just anywhere. 
Tomorrow's cares leave for that day, 
Completely trust Me all the way, 
Keep thought and deed in harmony, 
Fill heart and mind with charity. 
My strength is yours; therefore be strong, 
Uphold the right, resist the wrong. 
Recount what I have done for you, 
And what you can for others do.” 


His prayer not only found a way, 
Which he could practise day by day 
To keep a calm and even poise, 
Amid the scurry and the noise ; 

His troubled thoughts it did efface 

And closed his eyes in sleep’s embrace. 


Joseph Johnson. 
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POOCAAOA OPOE LOTEI 


The Editor welcomes letters on all matters concerning Toc H and 
asks that they be written briefly and to the point. Effort is made ta 
include a representative selection, and they are printed as individual 
view-points, not necessarily those of the Movement as a whole. 


Good Companions 


MAY 1 EXPRESS heartfelt grati- 
tude to Henry, Fred and Ken, 
members of a Branch in the 
Oxford & Thames Valley Area. 
Due to a rather delicate operation 
(tumour removed from brain) I 
found myself partially paralysed, 
my sight affected and more or less 
house-bound. During times of 
depression I began to think I was 
only a burden to the community. 
Then one evening along came Ken 
from Toc H. and during his visit 
he suggested that Fred would like 
to take me out for a car ride if I 
could manage it. This was the 
start of my meeting other mem- 
bers and gaining a new outlook on 
life. With the help of Henry. a 
keen authority on poultry, who 
made me an ark. run and 
furnished me with fowls, I am not 
only progressing with my stock. 
but thanks to his untiring efforts, 
with this incentive to fight on, I 
feel a new man. 


(Name and address supplied—En.) 


“Sursum Corda’ 


H. L. O. FLECKER, whose death 
was recorded in the December 
JOURNAL, Was very much loved 
here, by Christians and Muslims 
(the great majority) alike, and I 
think his hard work in face of 
frustration had much to do with 
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his fatal illness. He was a wonder- 
ful bulwark to the small Christian 
community, sure in his own faith 
and cheering to others. IJ, as a 
young and rather uncertain 
English teacher in a strange 
country, will remember his reply 
to some expressed concern: 
“Sursum Corda”. 
Jonn M. RAY. 

Lawrence College, 

Ghova Gali, West Pakistan. 


“Sing Noel” 


I HAVE READ and enjoyed 
supremely ‘Sing Noel’. I'm 
sorry it isn’t twice as long as it is. 
God bless the happy team of 
artist, scribe and photographer, and 
must we wait another year before 
we have another treat as delicious 
as this one? 
‘Par’ LEONARD, 

Norwich. Bishop of Thetford. 
| THINK this is a lovely ‘Chap- 
book’ and I wish I had about a 
dozen copies to send away at 
Christmastide. I like the little 
drawings very much, the superb 
photographs of the lovely pictures 
and the selections from old carols. 

HARDOLPH WASTENEYS. 
Toronto, Canada. 


‘SING NOEL’ is most attrac- 
tively produced and full of good 
things. I have been a reader of 
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the JOURNAL. since | first came into 
contact with Toc HI some thirty- 
three years ago! It is a wonderful 
periodical and its supplements 
have always been a joy. Though 
my file of the JOURNAL was given 
away to a Branch somic years ago 
1 have selfishly kept the Supple- 
ments. 
Tom REED, 

Bishop of Adelaide. 

North Adelaide, S. Australia. 


MY WIFE and I enjoyed ‘Sing 
Noel’ very much and thought the 
reproduction of pictures and the 
selection made, quite excellent. 
You have managed to touch on 
several different and vital strands 
of the Christmas Story so naturally 
although in such a restricted 
compass. Many congratulations 
on a production which, like the 
besl in Toc H, shows good taste 


while speaking of deep things 
naturally and cheerfully. 

Howard Cooxsry. 
The Malayan College, 


Wolverhampton, 


THE “CHAPBOOK” of Christ- 
mas Carols is beautifully done: 
and [I particularly like the illustra- 
tions, How pleasant to have some- 
thing about Christmas without fat 
robins and cylindrical plum 
puddings! 
GILBERT HARDING. 

London, W.1, 


I ALWAYS look forward to your 
Christmas extra. Though I am no 
authority, this year’s seems to 
beat the lot. Congratulations. 
FRANK GILLARD. 

Bristol. 

{We gratefully acknowledge the 
the letters and kind comments on 
the Christmas Supplement received 
from many other readers.—Eb.| 
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NORTHERN LONDON—It has been Evel to awae sendy 
evival of Toc H at Barnet over the past three years. lhe origina 
Banek celebrated its twenty-fifth birthday in December, 1947. 
By 1951, things seemed to have gone awry and the. Lamp was 
returned. But the Barnet stalwarts didn't give up—in '55 they 
formed a fresh group. with such success that on February 18, 
1956. the Garton Lamp returned to Barnet and is now also asso- 
ciated specially with “Doc” Hughes. Since then, the Branch strength 
has steadily increased until there are now cighteen members. They 
instal and repair radio sets for the aged, help the Mill Hill Toc H 
Film Unit when shows are given at Barnet. and have put a Jot 
into the formation of a Multiple Sclerosis Branch in the locality, 
besides tackling innumerable odd jobs. A Toc H news-sheet is 
issued from time to time, The last annual Sausage and Mash 
Supper was made the occasion for a closer link with Scouting, 
and the Assistant District Commissioner was the chief guest. 

Mayne ELSON. 


NORTH WESTERN—Merseyside and Wirral Branches arè co- 
operating with the Missions to Seamen in visiting forcign scamen in 
the local hospitals. About twenty hospitals are being covered in 
this way. The Wirral held a very successful District Service at Port 
Sunlight in the church of the Bebington Branch Padre.. Liverpool 
Branch, which is composed mainly of Marksmen at Gladstone 
House, made and repaired toys for distribution at Christmas. They 
have also been entertaining a lot of visitors including the young 
Joint Unit from Maghull and a family evening for all neighbouring 
Branches to hear Jain Fraser. 

Jack Suaw. 


EASTERN LONDON —A new group has been formed at Basil- 
don and mectings are held every Monday, at 7.30 p.m.. at the 
Community Cottage, Gales Corner, Timberlog Lane. The Secre- 
tary is Bruce Fraser-Betts, 40 Bonnygate, Basildon. When the 
river Crouch recently flooded the Essex village of Wickford serious 
damage was done to many homes. The small local Branch organised 
a variety concert and, supported by the Chairman of the Urban 
District Council and Avril Angers. the Wickford-born T.V. star. 
raised over £70 for the Flood Relief Fund. The Toc H Broadcast 
Service run by the S.E. Essex District does not confine its activities 
to football commentaries, and at Christmas relayed a carol service 
from St. Mary's Church, Prittlewell, to Southend hospitals. 

Jim GREEN. 
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Sutton Coldfictd News, 


‘The Mayor and Mayoress of Sutton Coldfield at the presentation of the Lump. by Boh 
Purdy, to Wylde Green Branch 


WESTERN—The Bristol Film Unit report a fourth projector 
in use this month, which means they will be giving an average 
ol twenty shows a week. Bath District are working very hard and 
hope that very shortly they too will be operating a Film Service 
ta their local house-bound invalids. Uphill Branch. now down ta 
four members through the death of two this year. send in this 
account of a special effort which has been going on for several 
years. “One ot the greatest difficulties of a very small Toc H 
Branch is to be able to raise extra financial help towards the 
Family Purse. We have been able to do this by making in the 
Branch room small articles of furniture for sale to augment our 
contribution and we were able during the past year to send up 
the sum of £16 10s. We are fortunate in having Arthur, our Jobbie. 
a carpenter by trade, and Bert, a painter. These two do the most 
important work and the others the smaller jobs.” Extension work in 
the Highbridge District is going on apace, and prospects are very 
hopeful. Lockleaze Branch are very grateful to the Horfield School 
of Dancing, who put on a first-class display in aid of Toc H Family 
Purse. Christmas activities have covered parcels to old folk, gifts 
of coal, parties for Old Age Pensioners and Children, helping to 
decorate homes and hospitals—most of these are taken for granted 
by members as part of the Branch's “job”. which is not likely to 
end until the end of January. Three of the youngest members of 
Saltford Branch have taken over the formation of a Young Men's 
Club and have almost reached their first target of eightcen members. 

BURTON HEATIICOTE. 
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MARCHES—A Divisional Conference on “Expansion” was held 
at Shrewsbury on November 29, when our Guest Speakers were Vin 
Allen and Howard Morcton, of the West Midlands Area. Wem 
Branch held their Rededication Service recently and had a full 
house to hear their former Padre, the Rev. Russell Hall, now of 
Welshpool. The Medical Officer for Health talked to Shrewsbury 
Branch on his work in Shropshire today. Chirk Branch are working 
on the War Memorial Garden. Several Keymen have been selected 
and the Branches are already getting down to the discussion and 
planning stages. T. Romanis. 

NORTH WALES—Much appreciated by the County Children's 
Officer is Colwyn Bay’s annual Christmas collection of toys, books 
and seasonal fare which are distributed to necdy children. Mochdre, 
the youngest member of our family, and full of youthful exuberance, 
staged a first-class “Minstrel Show” for two nights. Proceeds were 
in aid ol the Toc H Party for aged folk. Vale of Conway units 
joined in the World Chain of Light at a Hot-Pot Supper for men 
and women members at Llandudno. Mold celebrated their twenty- 
fifth anniversary with a birthday party. and although there were 
many “silver threads” from their earlier years there were “golden 


glints’—products of their “nursery” Youth Club. 
GwiLYM A. EDWARDS. 


WESTERN LONDON—To mark the twenty-first anniversary of 
Hounslow. Sydney Burkinshaw has written a Branch history entitled 
“The Story of a Pilgrimage.” lt begins with a Foreword by Tubby 
and runs into more than two hundred closely typed pages. The 
first attempts early in 1937 to arouse interest at Hounslow by mem- 
bers from Twickenham and Acton are described, with excellent 
thumbnail sketches of those taking part. Then follow descriptions 
of all sorts of happenings, every meeting week by week, the innumer- 
able jobs done, all the ups and downs of Branch life: and there 
are many personal glimpses of members and friends. Even the war 
years failed to discourage the group; Branch status, given in 1946, 
was well earned. Mayne ELSON. 


SOUTHERN—Our congratulations and best wishes go to San- 
down Branch for having carried on the work and witness of 
Toc H for the past twenty-one years. Work has started on the 
building of a new unit at Leigh Park, a very large new Council 
estate on the outskirts of Portsmouth. The Acting Secretary is: 
R. Cox, 4 Pinewood Avenue, Bedhampton, Hants. The Annual 
Branch Treasurer’s Conference was attended by a representative 
gathering from all parts of the Area, including the Channel Island 
Branches. The Conference was glad to welcome Stan Berwick, 
our Honorary Treasurer, and Jack Harrison, Finance Sceretary. 
The afternoon was not only taken up with facts and figures but 
with the importance of putting over to members the fact that a 
right approach to money is all part of the Toc H method. The 
work of extension and modernisation at Talbot House Scafaring 
Boys’ Club. Southampton, is making steady progress and it is 
hoped that some boys will be able to be accommodated again 
shortly. Hayling Island Branch are operating a regular car service 
for relatives who find the journey to visit Portsmouth hospitals 
difficult. FRED BROOKER. 
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BEDS. & HERIS. Over a hundred men were present when 
Wolverton held their Annual Dinner, attended also by members of 
Stony Stratford Branch and a large body of the local Builders 
whom Syd Swain has gathered around him. Guests of Honour werc 
Captain and Mrs. Liddell Hart, who are leaving the district. Ken 
Rogers and Dr. David Gullick joined in the many expressions of 
regret on losing two friends who have helped and encouraged the 
local Branches in a very practical manner for some years. 

FRANK R. FIGG. 


The Chairman of Burton-on-Trent Branch, T. Moss. presenting Colours to the 16th 
Stapenhill Troop on behalf of the Branch 


YORKSHIRE—Oltley Branch recently entertained the Friendship 
Club at Menston Mental Hospital with a concert. They have also 
redecorated the premises of the Old Peoples’ Club. At a recent 
visit of Princess Margaret to Huddersfield her speeches were relayed 
over the hospital football broadcast service which was started 
owing to the initiative and efforts of Toc H. Leeds Branch used to 
meet in Red House, which has now been let, and the furniture 
and fittings in the chapel have been given to the Church of the 
Holy Nativity, Mixenden, who were very much in need of them. 
Tubby has recently visited the Area, giving inspiring talks at Brid- 
lington, Leeds (Brotherton House) and Huddersfield. Pontefract, 
after a lapse of two years, are meeting again and have been recog- 
nised as a group. Rillington, with a membership of seven, have 
raised £70 towards taking a party of children to the pantomime 
in Leeds. At the Yorkshire Conference held in November, about 
150 men and women were present to hear John Callf and Jack 
Shaw. and a surprise item was hearing Tubby's voice on a tape- 
recording, made when he opened Bridlington’s headquarters. At 
meetings at Scarborough and Pocklington Herbert Leggate has 
spoken, and was to have spoken at Selby, hut was prevented hy 
the fog. Jonn Mappock. 
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S. & S.E. LONDON—New Addington gave a Christmas dinner 
and party to two hundred old age pensioners on the estate, In 
the early autumn seventy of the more needy children were taken 
to Bognor Regis for the day. The Branch has also iniiiated a 
scheme for clderly people, whereby “assistance required” plaques 
have been distributed for placing at windows whenever help is 
needed. £45 collected at an annual jumble sale by Hayes (Kent) 
was used to provide food parcels and a party for old folk at 
Christmas, Coney Hall held a social for over one hundred and 
fifty people last autumn in aid of the funds of the local com- 
munity hall. Longfield were presented with their Lamp by Harry 
Gell on November 22 in the presence of a good gathering of mem- 
hers from Branches in the District. John Callf visited the Thameside 
District in November and spoke to a gathering of members at the 
Gravesend Branch headquarters on Keynotes. Questions and dis- 
cussion followed. SAM Evans. 


Members of Toc H Wednesday 
Lunch Club which has met con- 
tinuously at the Inns of Court 
Institute. Drury Lane, London. 
W.C.2 for the hist ten years. All 
Toc H members or friends who 
find themselves in the vicinity on 
any Wednesday will be warmly 
welcomed between I and 2 p.m, 


MANCHESTER—Besides general Christmas activitics the two 
Marks have been in the throes of decoration. Mark IV is having 
a complete overhaul with central oil-heating, better room accommo- 
dation and overall redecoration. The cost will be in the region of 
£5,000. At Mark XIV the Marksmen, having already done the 
lounge, are now decorating the adjoining dining room in contem- 
porary style. Apart from material things, there are signs that 
both Marks are “looking up”, and it is a credit to the Hon. 
Warden and Deputy Warden of Mark IV thal, amidst the chaos 
due to this overhaul, they are successfully managing to keep the 
spirit of the House very much alive. The Burnley weekend at 
Whalley Abbey where the Burnley and Barnoldswick Branches 
met was both enjoyable and successful: one of the results being 
that a programme for extension in the District is now being drawn 
up. Following the thirtieth birthday of Reddish Branch, Joc Massey 
has done a very full write-up of the celebrations, which has been 
produced in booklet form, with a copy for every member of the 
Branch, and one for Headquarters as well. STEVE REGIS. 
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Office: Toc H, 47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


WRUGES. Toc H parties and indi- 

vidual visitors to this lovely 
city are offercd good accommodation 
and a warm welcome at HOTEL 
JACOBS Early booking advised. 
Write: M. Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, 
1 Baliestraat, Bruges. Belgium. 


NIORTF WALES. Cottage holidays 
LN (house modernised) Grand walks 
2 miles Conway Valley. Central for 
excursions Snowdonia and Coast. 
B. B. 12/6. Full Bd. Res. £8/8/0. 
Write: Rev. and Mrs. J. L Jones. 
Brynhyfryd, Trofarth, mr. Abergele, 
Denbighshire. 


CHANKLIN Isle of Wight. Corner 
Cottuge Guest House. Sea two 
minutes H. & C. all bedrooms. 
Moderate charges. Mr. & Mrs. J. 
Cole, 21 Avenue Road, Shanklin, 


NEW APPROVED 


ELEGTRIG BLANKET 


Warmth with Safety — The 
Element is held in position 
by woven Glass Tape. 


£4-9-O inc. tax 


Size 54” x 30” — 75 watts 


“Good Housekeeping“ guarantee. 


BRITISH MADE 
GUARANTEED for 2 YEARS. 


Cash with order to:- 


AJAG ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS 


Morley Road, Llandudno. 
L II SE E ne pu 
DO GOUD OK 004011000400900 vY: e pa mann BL WA OO MIN 


“THIS YEAR try Belgium's golden 

sands. Within easy reach of the 
famed Cities of Art. Moderate- 
priced, modern hotel, excellent meals. 
English spoken, highly recommended. 
For details write: Mr. Georges 
Lietaert, Hotel Britannique, 31. 


Avenue van Bunnen, Knokke, 
Belgium. 


Willi 


NZOU'VÉ missed the pool through 
a Fortune's whim? 

Then smoke “Tom Long’, and life's 
less grim 


CTAMPS. Gifts of Forcign Stamps 

and Great Britain (4d. values and 
over) are always welcomed by Toc H 
Stamp Appeal. Please note change 
of address—C. H. Wake. 475 Rox- 
borough Avenue, Rockliffe, Ottawa. 
Canada. Mark Packets ‘Free Gift". 
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An English Coxswain 


Harnessing 


the Atom 


Life-boats aren't driven by atomic 

power. They are kept going solely by 

voluntary contributions. Nearly a 

million pounds a year are needed: send 

your contribution, no matter how 
small, to :— 


ROYAL NATIONAL 
LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION 
42, GROSVENOR GARDENS, LONDON, S.W.1 


Treasurer: 
His Grace The Duke of Northumberland 
Secretary: 
Col. A.D. Burnett Brown, 0.a. E., M.C., T.D., M.A. 


T mi Mn on li T HI All 


The Walls of Jericho 


Recently in a London evening newspaper 

the Old Testament battles were discussed by a 
leading military tactician, who explained, 

among other examples, Joshua's successful siege 
of the heart of Jericho.* 


The Winter issue of 


New Forum 


In this centenary year of Darwin's ‘Origin of Species , 
members of the staff of the Imperial College of Science 
and Technology, discuss the differences between 
Christian Faith and Humanist Philosophy 


ze He might have found ic harder at Bruges, which 15 surrounded by water 


Published quarterly at 4s. 6d. per annum from 


TOC H PUBLICATIONS 
47 FRANCIS STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 


